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INFORMATION

COMPOSER Giuseppe Verdi(1813-1901)
LIBRETTIST Francesco Maria Piave

AUTHOR Victor Hugo's Le roi s'amuse;
BACKGROUND Mantova, Italy, 16th century
PREMIERE Mar. 11, 1851, Teatro La Fenice, Italy
FORM 3 acts

LANGUAGE Italian(Korean/English Subtitle)

CREATIVE TEAM

DIRECTOR Davide Livermore
CO-DIRECTOR Alessandra Premoli
CONDUCTOR Kim Kwanghyun

CAST

RIGOLETTO Bar. Lee Donghwan Leon Kim
GILDA Sop. ZHANG WENQIN Lee Hyejung
IL DUCA DI MANTOVA Ten. You Junho Jay Kwon
SPARAFUCILE Bass Ryu Jisang
MADDALENA M.Sop. Seo Miseon

BORSA Ten. You Hoje

CONTE MONTERONE Bar. Jung Jehak
GIOVANNA M.Sop. Kim Yeeun

MARULLO Bar. Kwon Seongjun

CONTE CEPRANO Bass Park Junmo
CONTESSA CEPRANO Sop. Lee Yeji

A PAGE Sop. Park Jueun

COURT USHER Bar. Kim Junnyun

Daegu International Opera Orchestra
Daegu Opera Choir

Kairos Dance Company
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Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the Daegu
Opera House in this beautiful month of April. | would
like to extend my sincere appreciation to all of you for
joining us today.

Today's performance of Rigoletto is presented

as part of the 2026 Korea—-China-Japan Year of
Cultural Exchange, and is the result of a meaningful
collaboration between the Daegu Opera House and
the National Centre for the Performing Arts of China.

This production brings together outstanding artists
to illuminate the depth and dramatic power of Verdi's
music. More than a performance, it represents an
important step forward in operatic collaboration in
Asia and reflects our vision of developing the Daegu
Opera House into a global opera hub.

The Daegu Foundation for Culture and Arts will
continue to promote cultural exchange and artistic
excellence. We greatly appreciate your continued
interest and support.

| sincerely hope that today’s performance will offer

you an inspiring and memorable artistic experience.
Thank you.

RIGOLETTO

=S 2lF
President,
National Centre for the Performing Arts

%l— ‘6‘ Wang Ning
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DAEGU OPERA HOUSE

Art beyond borders, harmony in coexistence.

From April 24 to 25, 2026, Rigoletto, a co-production
by the National Centre for the Performing Arts of
China and the Daegu Opera House of the Republic of
Korea, will be presented on the stage of the Daegu
Opera House. This production seeks to open a new
chapter in cultural exchange between our two nations
through the universal language of art.

As one of Verdi's masterpieces, Rigoletto offers
profound insight into human nature and enduring
musical beauty. This collaboration brings together
distinguished artists from China, Korea, and beyond,
blending tradition with contemporary artistic
expression, while fostering a rich exchange of artistic
perspectives and creative dialogue across cultures.

The Daegu Opera House is an important partner

of the NCPA and a member of the World Theatre
Alliance. This project reflects our shared artistic

vision and highlights the strength of international
collaboration in the performing arts.

On behalf of the National Centre for the Performing
Arts, | extend my sincere gratitude to all artists, staff,
and partners in both countries. May this performance
inspire audiences and serve as a lasting symbol of
cultural exchange between China and Korea.

Thank you.
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global expansion of Korea's performing arts.

Korea's Only Opera-Producing Theatre - =2 Zdolse =4, MAIE &3t 25| 3 A Leading Performing Arts Center in China -
a Hub of Cultural Excellence =7 = (PEERARIFE, National Centre for the Performing Cultural Gateway to the World
ESEXe] M=t 2%H0|Xt, OFA|OFOI| A The Daegu Opera House, established in 2003 is Arts)2 20074 H|O| &l =Alol| TS5 E=2E ) E5t= Opened in 2007 in Beijing, the National Centre for
e . 16024 ol ZHAM D Korea's first opera production theater and one =235t Ssi0s Z7to2 QW2 Y Zafal 2of the Performing Arts (NCPA) is one of China’s leading
=R ) of Asia’s leading performing arts venues. With = MAH =0 ZHS MEO|= == 2|10 =2 performing arts institutions, presenting world-class
X155 ZLHe| o= 7} 1,602 seats and state-of-the-art stage facilities, Zolos 7|HO|C} "S54 & FE"EF 2= =340l opera, ballet, and classical music. Known as the “Pearl|
TS| ZA ! = itis rengwned fc?r its h|gh—'quallty productions opte matA HEJ} = US 2o M2, dlaTt 7|S, on the L?k'e" an'd d§s|gned by French aI’ChI.t(.BCt Paul
Mo HEEME 'Ol Mzl and audience-friendly environment. The Daegu MED} SIH7} RS 0|2 Abxixol 235} sienlaz Andreu, it is an iconic landmark where tradition and
xtalzton, = omato| ZA|'Z o International Opera Festclval, held each autumn has S@3IC) LIR0s H2a ZMEE, @2 EH0] modernity meet: With an .opera house, concert. hall,
J|ed54T QiCh EaH QAT 2 become synonymous with a “feast of opera” and 2b20{H Qlom BT e AED} S2AE S2 theatre, and resident choir, orchestra and soloists,
lays a significant role in shaping Daegu's identit _ e the NCPA produces original works while presentin
HEst slzo =AM 32 Tl plays a sig ping Daegu’s dentlty Sosto] 2x o ael 94 HES BYS 21T ULk » brocuiees o9 presen’ 9
_ _ B as the “City of Opera”. As a key cultural institution outstanding international performances. Committed
olT= SAIRQl odBE 5hm QUL . N =M DRUE M3l SRZR7IHIUS SHYL _ .
representing Daegu, a UNESCO Creative City of _ _ to international exchange, the NCPA serves as a key
. . =2 HZstD, 5 3dd=2l MASEIE o|lne= . N
Music, the Daegu Opera House continues to lead the platform for cultural diplomacy—bridging Eastern and
23} e|mo| EMo =z xtz2| T UCE.

Western artistic traditions and advancing Chinese
performing arts on the global stage.

RIGOLETTO

DAEGU OPERA HOUSE



COMPOSER

72N

FM= HE=c|
Giuseppe Verdi
1813-1901

o|Efz|ot mt2nts | 2|22 0lM 1813 10 10 b
Verdi(1813-1901)= 19M|7| O| 2|0} 2H|2}te| cHo|E &
HS fESt AR IIRM 2AILIS| 5 olof 0|22
oAl AlSatoict. o2l Al HIZC|= U™ R
At Yxto|x} ZUof Zelo| £l UEL|L HigX| HEof
71312 2 Ecth 1836 HIZC| = F2lXte| & o2 A|2|Et HIH| |2t ZEAS 22|10
0|55l 32 & H|EX|L[0}7t, ACHS 3 72! OFS OlX[2| 27t EfO{ X2t oS3t & T2
OtLH DFEAHIZ[EINX] R 2 M AS ML= OFE S Z4A EICh 28 2Holl AtEtst=
S olm, ghAl Ztedetm lE 2H| 2t (stREEte| ZHYe| 2Ent MifstA H 2
off cHsh ot loftHa|Al Elct. shx|et oFgst Hato| Al7|ol 28 =etF1 87|18
ot & Alzt2 Bt aZtet S x| ZHE0|At J0[Hl A HokS HAIAA ZE HIZEZMH R
2|iCt 37t ®MAlSH AlLte| 22t RESH 222 =Hofl H|
grol| 7k x| 2a|A| & A 2H 2t (LIFE )84 2

m

Hod

c

d|=| H|Z2LC| Giuseppe
tolct. ‘H|2te| 2Fol2tn

M
JI-_I-BI

>
N

M < o

I 4t J

I

]

)
o

.
il

4H Mo
> M
lo ©

ne o

X

= _||.|]

mo Mo
nT
Ral
Pl
5
[

T -
o
w
S
rl‘

[

oon
rr
[
lo
08
0X
mfo
°
uq
o
2

£35| 4utof| SHstE 'slEE| ol &2l EEe 2 Ez|oto| 2kX| otz AE o|Er2|o}
Zalol HME xIS5te] =Xl ZHES 0|F ULt E8t HZ2C| = (LR 3)9| ZH|A
ZFolg Ut 7t ML AEMZLIQF {22 At2hol| i o, 19| $AlX ol
XS v Z o|Et2|o}t 2H|Et2| 57|12 ¥ £ USUCL HIEC|2| ZHES MHoto|
OISCH2 S SrHatst HZHE H2te| HES 7|9to & 3t 7|me| otz|otet |
Hx|e St So2 TME| BHES| B2 At2IS QML OVt WESH HEES R
MBS AR 2 o|lREs 2E & S 'SHLIZ'0| AUA7| H20|ACt B2 AlZH|
At2tsHe ofLiot &= oto|E glofof SHE JHol& ol 4k ofZof 7|Ql5H Q1Zto] 48 £ U=
Z™of 2l g Jtx| D, oFEh-EHE- A7 AR ER-ZMH S Q7 ME|E SUSE SEHA|FACE
F2 S50l AL2E0[0}7| S CHR 0] H|EHS 27| = SiX|at 2ol RHAl Zto| S ME X
Atzto] Z5 5 FFLE 4te] FHOIM S 2 s olobr | 7|0l B2 E 3t &hH S 55HH
SHSE dASE &= JUULCE

o|Etz|o} 2H|2te| AXIM ol QI Z0|xt HECO R 2% M HIZC|E 2Zto] ZH2 £ U= 7t
ZE DEN SAM 71 =2 EME FElH YMS EHCEL (QHIZE) (LIE3), (B E),
(2} E2HH|0}E, (2Fo| &l) (& FIEZ), <O0l0|ChH, (LU R) (HAEIZ) & £H2 HIHZ
7l 3=1901E 12 27 SEHOIM £ 2 M2 87M2 M2 bt J9 &aAlo]
U 2 At HElols A2 A2 g2 208 He| 50| 8HH5iH T2 E82
OH=3HC}

10 RIGOLETTO

DAEGU OPERA HOUSE




EXPOSITION OF RIGOLETTO
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Palace of Duke

The Duke boasts of his affair with the wife of Count Ceprano, while Rigoletto, the
Duke's hunchbacked jester, mocks the enraged husband. The courtiers plot with

the others to punish Rigoletto for his insults, using his young mistress. But nobody
knows she is Rigoletto's daughter. At that time, Monterone forces his way into the
crowd to denounce the Duke for seducing his daughter and is viciously ridiculed by
Rigoletto. Monterone is arrested and puts a curse on Rigoletto. Rigoletto is disturbed
by Monterone's curse.

Arriving at home, fearing for his loving daughter, Gilda's safety, Rigoletto warns her not
to let anyone into the house. When Rigoletto leaves, Gilda encounters the duke she
saw in church. He declares his love for her and tells her he is a poor student. After he
has left, the courtiers gather nearby, intending to abduct Rigoletto’s "mistress”, kidnap
Gilda. When Rigoletto discovers that his daughter has been taken, he collapses as he
remembers Monterone's curse.

Palace of Duke

The Duke is distraught, having immediately gone back to see Gilda only to find her
missing. When the courtiers returns and tells him the story of how they abducted a girl
from Rigoletto’s house and left her in the Duke's bedroom, he realizes it is Gilda and
hurries off to her. Rigoletto enters, looking for Gilda. The courtiers prevent him from
storming into the Duke's bedroom. Rigoletto violently denounces them for their cruelty,
then asks for compassion. Gilda returns from the Duke’'s room. She tells Rigoletto of the
Duke's courtship, her abduction, and her deflowering by the Duke. Monterone is brought
in to be killed by the Duke’s men, and Rigoletto swears that he will be avenged, Gilda
begs her father to forgive the Duke.

Sparafucile’s inn
on the outskirts

DAEGU OPERA HOUSE

Rigoletto brings Gilda to the inn on the outskirts of town, where Sparafucile lives.

The Duke appears, and Gilda and Rigoletto watch him through the window as he amuses
himself with Maddalena, Sparafucile’s sister. Rigoletto tells his distraught daughter to
leave town disguised as a man and, after she leaves, pays Sparafucile to murder the
Duke. But Maddalena urge her brother to spare the Duke, and Sparafucile agrees to kill
another person who arrives at the inn, so that he will be able to produce a dead body

for Rigoletto. Sparafucile agrees to Maddalena's plan. Rigoletto returns and get the

sack, gloats over his revenge. But when he hears the Duke singing inside the club, he
realizes he has been duped. He quickly opens the sack and is horrified to find it has been
masking the identity of his dying daughter. Gilda dies asking her father’s forgiveness and
Rigoletto realizes Monterone's curse has been fulfilled.
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